
PROFESSOR ALAN DERSHOWITZ 
 
 
November 11, 2013 
 
Dear President Shimon Peres, 
  
I hope this note finds you well.  I continue to marvel at your energy and enthusiasm as 
you persist in your life work on behalf of Israel and the Jewish people. I am writing you 
about a matter that is of significant interest to the American Jewish community and its 
relationship to Israel.  
 
I represent Rabbi Avraham Weiss, whose letter attesting to the Jewishness of a 
congregant for the purpose of marriage was recently rejected by the Israeli Chief 
Rabbinate. 
 
Here I join Assaf Benmelech of Ne’emanei Torah v’Avodah, who represents Rabbi 
Weiss on this issue in Israel. 
 
Rabbi Weiss is one of the foremost Modern Open Orthodox rabbis in America and one of 
the strongest advocates anywhere for the State of Israel.   
 
As a person – I am deeply saddened by the pubic shaming of my friend, Rabbi Avraham 
Weiss, the leader of a flagship Orthodox congregation.  
 
As a Jew – I understand that today more than ever before there is a chasm between the 
Jews of the United States and the religious institutions in Israel.  This is clearly expressed 
in the rejection of the most elementary and fundamental testimonies and confirmations. I 
am disturbed by this, and by its ramifications, and call upon the leaders of Israel to first 
understand that there is a serious problem which demands attention, and to understand 
that they mustn't bend to baseless religious tyranny.  
 
As a lawyer – I am forced to see yet again how basic rights, such as the right to marriage, 
the right to self-definition and the right of religion, are trampled by none other than the 
Israeli democracy we value so. This is yet another result of the rather unsuccessful fusion 
of Religious law and Israeli law, and the problem seems to only intensify over time.  
 
I turn to you, Mr. President, knowing that you have always been a voice of moral courage 
– to intervene in this matter.  The rift between Israeli Jewry and American Jewry is 
already great. Your help is desperately needed to bring us closer together and solve this 
pressing matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Prof. Alan Dershowitz 


