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The changes that occurred upon the removal of the doorkeeper imply that the role 
was a superfluous one and one that caused more harm than good. The influx of 

students who now felt that they were able to learn in the Bet Midrash seemingly 

had positive results and led to new opinions being sounded. These opinions helped 
in formulating answers to many unanswered questions. The introduction and 

inclusion of voices and opinions that hitherto had been kept out in fact led to a 
rejuvenation of the conservative system of Rabban Gamliel.  

 

Should schools be elitist establishments or open to everyone? This dilemma 
appears regularly and there is no simple solution. On the face of it the aggada 

implies that the advantages of opening the doors and having a heterogeneous 
institution are great yet the narrative ends with a compromise. Even though 

Rabban Gamliel is deposed as a result of his behavior towards Rabbi Yehosua and 
Rabbi Elazar replaces him, nevertheless the story ends with Rabban Gamliel 

apologizing to Rabbi Yehoshua and he is reinstated for three out of the four 

Shabbatot in the month. Did he reestablish the door keeper or did he learn that 
there is a need to strengthen the Bet Midrash with new voices and a mixed 

population? 
 

Parshat Yitro 

Entrance Exams – to the Bet Midrash 
 
Over the past few weeks many students have been involved in entrance exams and 
interviews for high schools. In the famous argument between Rabban Gamliel and 

Rabbi Yehoshua (Brachot 28a) we are introduced to the concept of a 'bouncer' at 
the entrance to the Bet Midrash who would check the students who desired to 
enter the Bet Midrash. On this auspicious day, when the Nassi of the Sanhedrin was 

deposed as a result of his ongoing machloket with Rabbi Yehoshua, we are 
informed that the student revolution also relieved the 'bouncer' of his duties.  

 

Rabban Gamliel's 'bouncer' was instructed to prevent a student 'whose character 
does not correspond to his exterior' from entering the Bet Midrash. Once he was 

removed and the doors were opened many things occurred. Firstly the number of 
students who came to learn increased many-fold. Secondly, there was much clarity 

concerning halachic questions that had been unresolved until now. 
 

There are many educational theories in this aggada and we will touch on a few of 

them. What was the role of the 'doorkeeper'? If we were to ask today 'what are the 
criteria for entering a bet midrash/school?' I am sure that we would receive many 

answers but not the stipulation of Rabban Gamliel. How did the doorkeeper check 
the students? Was this simply an external test like when we enter the mall? If not, 

then how did the doorkeeper check? Maybe simply by placing a doorkeeper at the 

entrance the students would think once or twice before entering – 'am I fitting to 
enter the bet midrash?' Was the responsibility placed upon the student or upon the 

institution? Who is responsible for deciding who can learn here?  
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Following on from last year's successful conference: 
  

Save the date for this year's Modern Orthodox conference: 

  
Modern Orthodox: Educating the Next Generation 

 
When: Chol haMoed Pesach - 21st April, 17th Nissan 
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Listening, Not Just Hearing 

This week's Torah portion begins with the words "Vayishma 
Yitro"--and Yitro heard. News had reached him about the 
miraculous salvation of the Israelites at the Red Sea and about 
their battle with Amalek. A Hassidic master asked: why did the 
Torah specify that Yitro heard about these things? Everyone, not 
just Yitro, had heard about the exploits of the Israelites. The 
Rebbe answered: others heard, but Yitro listened. Yitro was 
special because he drew conclusions from the news he received. 
He realized that he should meet with Moses and the Israelites 
that he should stand in solidarity with them, that he should find 
ways of helping them.  

We are barraged by news, by demands, by problems, by 
requests: many people hear these things, but then tune them out. 
Special people listen. They try to understand what is at stake and 
what role they can play. And they act accordingly. Those who 
hear are those who stand back, who are "the silent majority". 
Those who listen are the ones who enter the fray and change the 
world for the better.  

The parasha includes the Ten Commandments. Significantly, the 
Ten Commandments are in the singular--not plural--form. God 
speaks to each individual. The Midrash comments that God's 
voice reached each person according to his/her ability to 
comprehend. God wanted every person to listen to His words and 
take them personally; he did not want them simply to hear Him.  

My wife Gilda taught me long ago: it is important for a rabbi to be 
a good speaker; it is even more important for a rabbi to be a good 
listener.  This is wise advice for all people, not only rabbis. 
Listening is a quality that demands that we pay close attention to 
what is being said, that we be attuned to the feelings and needs 
of others, that we come to feel a genuine empathy with them. By 
listening, we then can decide on appropriate words and actions 
that may be helpful.  

Yitro's ability to listen, not just to hear, distinguished him from so 
many others of his generation. So, too, each of us can learn to be 
better listeners, more sympathetic helpers, and more constructive 
participants in building better families, communities and society 
as a whole.  

From Jewishideas.org 

A
n
g
e
l 
fo
r 
S
h
a
b
b
a
t 
–
 R
a
b
b
i 
M
. A
n
g
e
l The World Exists on Three Things... 

 
Much ink has been spilt over parshat Yitro because of Maamad 
Har Sinai and the giving of the Decalogue by Hashem to Moshe 
and Am Yisrael. This week I would like to look at the parsha as an 
entirety and see what we can learn. 
The structure of the parsha is as follows: 

• Moshe is reunited with his family 

• Yitro, Moshe's father-in-law, gives Moshe advice 
concerning the judiciary 

• Preparation for receiving the Decalogue 

• Maamad Har Sinai 
 
Rav Yitzchak Arama, the author of 'Akedat Yitzchak', (15

th
 Cent. 

Spain) writes that this parsha contains the three founding pillars 
of the world. All three are necessary and essential for the 
continual existence of the world. The final Mishna of the first 
chapter of Avot reads: 

"Rabbi Shimon the son of Gamliel would say: By three things is 
the world sustained: law, truth and peace. As is stated 

(Zachariah 8:16), "Truth, and a judgment of peace, you should 
administer at your [city] gates.''" 

 
Rav Arama explains the three ideas: law/judgment – justice and 
righteousness between man and his fellow man and society. 
Truth – an acknowledgment that truth is the only way to spiritual 
peaks and perfection. Peace – a realization that Shalom Bayit 
between husband and wife and the household are of utmost 
importance. Law, truth and peace form the structure of our 
parsha. Parshat Yitro teaches us the implementation of these 
three fundamental concepts. First and foremost, Moshe must 
resolve his family issues and so he reunites with his family. 
Secondly, social justice and a judiciary must be established and 
this Yitro instills in Moshe. Once these two concepts are in place 
one is capable of striving forward for the truth – Maamad Har 
Sinai. Parshat Yitro teaches us that Shalom Bayit and social 
justice are very important and are a vital prerequisite for reaching 
truth. A role of the Jewish people in the world is to strive towards 
shalom bayit and social justice and then to reach the heights of 
spirituality through Torah. Furthermore, it may be possible that 
the parsha is teaching us an order – firstly shalom bayit (sort out 
things at home), secondly society (sort out things out out of the 
home) and thirdly strive towards Torah. Our role in the world is to 
be a light to the nations, an example. Shalom Bayit and social 
justice we learnt from Yitro and we must teach the world the 
spirituality of Torah. 
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